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Confronting Globalization Post-Seattle 
New Coalitions Join Together to Demand Justice 
MIKE PROKOSCH 
On April 16, thousands of students will join union members and 
solidarity activists in Washing-
ton to say: "Shut down the 
IMF and the World Bank!" 
Washington has seen pro-
tests before, much bigger ones 
against better-known targets. 
But April 16 already is a major 
media event and a political test 
for the Clinton Administration. 
education. The fate of na-
tions and of our own human 
DNA now hangs on the de-
cisions of three secret WTO 
bureaucrats who take "trade 
complaints" from one nation 
or another, and consistently 
decide against the environ-
ment as well as democracy. 
If that sounds extreme, 
listen to some of the items in 
line for the "Millennium 
Round" of negotiations 
which the summit in Seattle 
would have kicked off, had 
the talk., not collapsed: 
Two new models make tbjs 
possible. The rist is the dream 
of very broad coalitions includ-
ing labor. The second is mass 
direct action, which pulls to-
gether broad coalitions and 
Thousands of people protested against the World Trade Organization's meeting 
in Seattle, Washington. Photo by Dang Ngo 
• The privatization of edu-
..,ati on. The United States 
service industry (now 70% 
of our gross national prod-
stops business as usual. 
Both models were launched, spectacu-
larly, in Seattle. "There was more alliance-
building the day of November 30 than in 
the 15 years of clever strategies before," 
says David Solnit of the Direct Action Net-
work, which organized the World Trade 
Organization shut-down. 
WTO Protest as the Catalyst for Rebirth 
On November 30, 1999, several thou-
sand people shut down the summit meet-
ing of the immensely powerful World Trade 
Organization. "Seattle" sent shock waves 
through the corporate elite- and through 
Vol. 9, #3 
progressive movements. A new confidence 
is flooding into fights against the prison-
industrial complex in California, against ge-
netically modified foods in Boston, for liv-
ing wages in Portland, Oregon, and on a 
hundred issues in between. 
The World Trade Organization (WTO) 
joined the International Monetary Fund and 
the World Bank- both established at 
Bretton Woods in 1944-as the third part 
of the Globalization Triad. In its first five 
years, the WTO has transformed the lives 
of people across the globe, mostly for the 
worse. It has extended corporate power 
into areas like investment, food safety, and 
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uct) was pushing in Seattle for the exten-
sion of the General Agreement on Trade in 
Services (GATS) into education and other 
areas. Under GATS, private corporations 
could potentially sue governments for sub-
sidizing their own school systems and thus 
'unfairly excluding' profit-making compa-
nies from the lucrative 'education market. ' 
• Forest destruction. Multinational com-
panies like Weyerhaeuser and Boise Cas-
cade, their sales slumping in the wake of 
the East Asian financial crisis, wanted to 
speed up logging worldwide by cutting tar-
iffs to zero and ending time-consuming in-
continued on page four 
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Periodically RESIST reprints excerpts 
from the letters we receive. Rarely has an 
issue produced the number of response we 
received after the December 1999 News-
letter focusing on sectarian politics. In ad-
dition to those letters printed below, many 
donors and grantees called the office with 
both praise and loathing of the issue. 
Space did not allow all the letters to be 
printed, but all are appreciated. 
OakPark,MI 
[After] reading your December 99 issue, 
now I do know you have expressed my 
thinking. Chip Berlet's article is a gem-
and so is Louis Kampf's. 
I'm impressed enough by their delinea-
tion of "your" thinking, your analysis, your 
method of granting, etc., that I've got to 
send you [ a contribution]. 
-Eugene Baron 
P.S. Your organization sounds like a gilt-
edged investment for me (and my family). 
~ Kailua,HI 
Publishing the article by Chip Berlet is 
an unforgivable lapse. 
I have supported you for many years 
virtually without reservation. I have diffi-
culty fitting this barely disguised smear 
piece into my view of what you are and 
what you stand for. 
Regardless of die polite .. tone, it takes 
its place with the red-baiting by the ACLU 
forty years ago; the wafflin~ of liberals on 
the cold war and on the U.S. aggression 
against Vietnam; and smear tactics used 
by cynical politicians against labor unions. 
In the fifties I declined to be recruited 
into the CP because I didn't like their regi-
mentation, elitism, and secrecy. But unlike 
Ber/et I never saw the left as The Enemy. 
Today left wing groupies are surely even 
less a threat. Why tum your guns against 
the people whose worst crime is being ri-
diculous, while Right Thinkers destroy 
more of our pallid democracy every day? 
Berlet takes a token shot at the Chris-
tian Right, but 90% of his venom is directed 
at the Left. He entirely ignores the hypoc-
risy and the intellectual garbage in main-
line religion .... 
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While the Berlets clean the ranks and 
sanitize the arena, the military, their accom-
plices in industry and in politics, the very 
rich, and the Respectable Religious rob us 
blind, threaten the nation and the planet 
with instant or gradual obliteration, and 
laugh all the way to the bank .... 
The bumper sticker had it right: "If you 
aren't outraged, you haven't been paying 
attention." Does anything blessed with 
middle class approval outrage Berlet? 
- Willis Butler, MD 
Grass Valley, CA 
I was very much impressed with the ar-
ticle by Chip Berlet, "Abstaining from Bad 
Sects." It was well written and enlighten-
ing. 
- Aaron Braude 
~ Albany,NY 
As a long-time admirer of the Resist 
newsletter, and of RESIST, I'm a little em-
barrassed that what inspired me to write 
was an article I don't agree with. So let me 
begin by saying that I love the newsletter 
[and find it] consistently interesting, rel-
evant, helpful, and inspiring. 
When I ready the article by Chip Berlet, 
I knew that I disagreed with its premise. 
Everybody line up: those to my left are 
ultra-left sectarian extremists; those to my 
rights are ultra-conservative fundamental-
ist fanatics. Me and my (white, male?) 
friends at the progressive center are, obvi-
ously, the reasonable, critically-thinking, 
mass-based democratic forces for social 
change. 
And that's only the beginning of what's 
wrong with Chip Berlet's piece about sects 
and cadres. What's extreme? What's demo-
cratic? What sort of organizational struc-
tures will help to achieve what sort of pro-
gressive social change? Who's "we?" And 
what kind of scrutiny is applied to a 
"sect"- whatever that is - that isn't ap-
plied to a non-sect? 
What progressives need to know about 
any organization that claims to be progres-
sive-whether it is mass, small, open, cadre, 
RESIST Newsletter 
or whatever- is the content of its politics, 
who it represents and to whom it is ac-
countable, and what its practice is .... 
Underlying Berlet's judgements is an 
assumption of democratic, non-ideologi-
cal neutrality from which the author gets 
to decide who is and isn't a sect. Berlet 
refers to a movement "we," trying to deal 
with a cadre "they." Sorry, that comfort-
able fuzzy "we" doesn't exist, least of all in 
a world, and a movement, fragmented not 
only by ideology but by vast differences 
in power, privilege, and status. There are 
not neutral "experts"-let's hear who you 
are, and where you stand, and then there's 
a basis to agree or disagree. 
Many- but not all- Marxist organiza-
tions in the US have a politics that puts 
white heterosexual male European and 
North American industrial workers in the 
"vanguard," a politics which either overtly 
or covertly assigns secondary importance 
to the struggles of "everyone else"-
continued on page three 
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Letters to the Editor 
continued from page two 
people of color in the US and globally, 
women, L/G/B/f communities, people with 
disabilities, youth, elders, and others .... 
But parties, sects and cadre groups by no 
means have a monopoly on being white-
led and white-agenda organizations who 
think they are the vanguard of humanity. 
They don't have a monopoly on sexism, 
homophobia, arrogance, obnoxious work 
style, and lack of internal democracy, ei-
ther. 
It would be helpful to have a map ofleft 
groups: their basic ideology the demo-
graphic composition of their membership 
and leadership, their history of practice 
around issues that matter to progressive 
movements. And if anyone has examples 
of groups acting like provocateurs or 
agents, please share them. In the absence 
of this kind of specific information and 
analysis, applied across the board to pro-
gressive organizations regardless of label, 
Chip Berlet's article comes across as arro-
gance, red-baiting, or both. 
- Naomi Jaffe 
NewYork,NY 
I just wanted to let you know that I re-
ally enjoyed reading the [December 1999] 
issue of the newsletter. It brought back 
"fond" memories of various coalition meet-
ings navigating through the swamp of sec-
tarian groups while attempting to organize 
demonstrations and campaigns. It re-
minded me that each gr6up had its quirks: 
SWP members had bad haircuts ( at a time 
when most ofus rarely had haircuts at all), 
PLP members hked to dance to Motown, 
RCPers wrote clever yrics to satirical 
songs .... 
Here at the A. J. Muste Institute we've 
also had to grapple with making grants to 
groups with ties to sectarian organizations. 
Our solution is pretty much the same as 
yours: if they're doing good work and not 
being divisive, we've made the grant. We 
have shied away from providing office 
space in our building to sectarian groups. 
It's one thing to give financial support, it's 
another to have to "live" with them. 
Anyway, it was good to read these 
pieces. Congratulations to Chip and Louis 
for such clear writing. We look forward to 
the newsletter every month. 
-Murray Rosenblith 
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Brookline, MA 
I am a white, male, 56 years old. Here is 
a brief synopsis of some of the things I've 
done over the years: [Includes history at-
tending majority black high school in Chi-
cago, working as a civil rights activist at 
MIT and Northwestern University, work-
ing on several politically progressive cam-
paigns and issues, and as a replacement 
faculty in Boston.] 
. .. In the 1990s I was no longer able to 
find work as a leave replacement faculty ... 
During the last 8 years I was repeatedly 
told by "progressive" teachers that kids 
need gender and racial models and that I 
was having difficulty because such a policy 
tended to guide hires. They also felt that 
administrations would not hire older teach-
ers because they would have to pay them 
more. No one ever questioned whether the 
affirmative action policies here made sense 
and no one ever thought to get the MTA 
to oppose hiring policies that implicitly age 
discriminated. 
So I find the [White Men Can't Count] 
"cartoon" or whatever it [in the November 
1999 issue] is a somewhat offensive cari-
cature. I think we need a very thorough 
discussion of what a Left should advocate 
in the realm of employment. I still favor 
"from each according to his or her abilities 
and to each according to his or her needs." 
This means that if many want a scarce job 
all should have an equal shot. Maybe lot-
teries are appropriate. But it is outrageous 
that white males who have devoted many 
years of activism to seeing that women and 
minorities get a fair shake now sometimes 
can't get a fair shake themselves. 
-Leland Neuberg 
Berkeley, CA 
As a longtime supporter of Resist, I was 
somewhat disappointed in the "WHITE 
MEN CAN'T COUNT" graphic [in the No-
vember 1999] newsletter produced by the 
group THINK AGAIN. I addition to split-
ting humans into enemy groups based on 
race and gender (and generally perpetuat-
ing tired ethnic and gender stereotypes), 
the information appears to be incorrect. 
While it claims that "The average white 
person's net worth is ten times that of 
blacks," in fact, based on US Census data, 
the median net household worth of whites 
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was 87% higher than that of blacks. A large 
difference, but not 1,000% .... 
In fact, much of the white-black differ-
ence in household income is due to differ-
ences between the two groups in the rela-
tive frequencies of the type of household. 
For example, in 1998 among US family 
households the median income was $54,276 
among those with a married couple versus 
$24,393 for households without a husband 
present. Among whites, this later group 
accounted for 14% of family households, 
while among blacks it was 45%. Of interest 
is the finding that among married couple 
families, the median income for whites was 
$54,845 vs. $47,382 for blacks-still a dis-
parity (16%), but not nearly of the same 
magnitude as the crude household income 
data by race would at first suggest. Of 
course, there are race-related reasons for 
the differences in family structure, but per-
haps that should be the focus, not the 
apparrent income disparity. (For more in-
formation, see: http://www.census.gov/ 
prod/99pubs/p60-206. pdf.) 
It may be true that 95% of senior man-
agement jobs are held by white men, but it 
is also true that over 95% of white men do 
not hold senior management jobs (and 
never will). Another bit of race-poverty 
trivia: there are 15.8 million non-Hispanic 
whites living in poverty, and 9.1 million 
blacks. (See: http:/ /www.census.gov/ 
Press-Release/www/1999/cb99-188.html/) 
Even if some statistical contortions 
could explain theAgitArt numbers, it's still 
hard for me to imagine how driving wedges 
between people is useful in achieving so-
cial change. • • 
-Joseph Courtney 
t 
TIDNKAGAIN responds: 
Thank you for taking time to send us 
your criticisms of our "White Men Can't 
Count" postcard. We've read your com-
ments with interest and wanted to respond. 
As a practical note, we are not 
statiticians, so we draw our numbers from 
widely recognized progressive sources. 
Most of the figures we use are from United 
for a Fair Economy, a research group based 
in Boston. In this case for WMCC, we drew 
figures from Patricia Williams, a race and 
civil rights scholar. Of course, the point of 
this card is to illustrate the persistent ineq-
uity between the economic performance of 
continued on page eleven 
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Confronting Globalization Post-Seattle 
continued from page one 
spections for pests like the Asian long-
horned beetle, which has devastated trees 
in cities like Chicago. The US Trade Repre-
sentative con-
vened two advi-
sory committees 
on logging to 
develop the US 
position in the 
Millennium 
Round negotia-
tions. Every 
member of both 
committees was 
a logging com-
player, organized labor, which has been con-
spicuously absent from many of the social 
struggles of the past 50 years. 
Organized labor is changing. US corpo-
rations in the 
1970s tore up the 
social contract of 
the postwar pe-
riod and launched 
an assault on 
unions. Global-
ization gave 
transnational 
companies their 
big stick- "if 
you organize this 
plant, or ask for a raise, we'll move over-
seas." Facing that threat, workers and their 
unions have lost their bargaining power. 
That's one huge reason why US hourly 
wages are still at 1973 levels, and why our 
full-employment economy hasn't seen a 
rise in wages. 
To regain power, organized labor must 
stop the global "race to the bottom." The 
industrial unions are leading the global 
charge within the US labor movement be-
cause they have already lost hundreds of 
thousands of jobs in the globalizing 
economy. 
pany represen- Protestors blocked WTO delegates from entering the 
tative. (Six envi- hotel (above), and Seattle police prepare to clean the 
Steelworkers, Longshore Workers, and 
Teamsters turned out for Seattle, and it 
changed them. Seeing direct action shut 
down the WTO, and experiencing the po-
lice response, was a turning point for many 
rank-and-filers and maybe eventually for 
their unions. "The kind of solidarity that 
all of us dream of was in the air as people 
sang, chanted, played music and stood up 
to the cops and the WTO," Mike Brannan 
wrote in the insurgent Teamster paper, Con-
voy Dispatch. "The people owned the 
streets that day and it was as much a les-
son for us as it was for corporate America." 
r o n m e n t a 1 streets. Photos by Dang Ngo 
groups sued in 
US court to get a seat at the table. They 
won the suit. Then the US Trade Repre-
sentative told them, "You can participate, 
but not at the same level as the corpora-
tions.") 
• Food safety. European consumers are 
rebelling against a WTO decision that 
strikes down European bans against ste-
roid-fed beef, which some scientists have 
linked to cancer. The WTO insists that the 
beef is okay. Moreover, the US beef indus-
try is trying to keep countries from label-
ing the hormone-enhanced beef. 
Clearly, the globalization we've got isn't 
about consumer choice or free trade. It's 
about corporate power-over govern-
ments and over every corner of our lives. 
Under WTO rules, the largest transnational 
companies and inv~stors are turning all of 
human society into places ~here they can 
make a profit. And the WTO itself embod-
ies the shift in decis10n-making from places 
where people have some political access, 
to places where we have none. 
"The WTO and the audacity of global 
capital have given us the means to build a 
majority movement," says David Solnit of 
the Direct Action Network. "It frees people 
to look at their daily lives and at corporate 
domination. It's not lowest common de-
nominator issues as in the past. It gets to 
the root of the system." 
Coalitions Across the Class Divide 
A new ideal of coalition is in the air since 
Seattle. It is new in intensity, which is pull-
ing in hundreds of activists in city after 
city, coast to coast. And it is new in a key 
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Spokescouncils 
Spokescouncils evolved in the anti-nuclear movement and the 1980s Pledge of Resis-
tance. The Direct Action Network model, which coordinated the WTO shutdown, is cap-
turing anarchist imaginations nationwide. 
In a spokescouncil, affinity groups and task forces (for media, outreach, action plan-
ning ... ) choose spokespeople as their representatives. The group sits behind their spoke, 
feeding her their input, which she brings to the center like the spoke of a_ wheel. 
Spokescouncils don't necessariJy decide. They coordinate. For example, the WTO 
spokescouncil divided the Seattle Convention Center area into 13 sectors and gave each 
to a "cluster" of affinity groups. Each went off and made its own action plans, which it did 
not have to share with others. This structure was hard to infiltrate. And it was strong, 
according to Starhawk, who described the WTO shutdown action in a widely circulated 
electronic article. "[G]roups could move and react with great flexibility during the block-
ade," she wrote. 
"[B]lockade lines held in the face of incredible police violence. When one group of 
people was finally swept away by gas and clubs, another would move in to take their 
place. Yet there was also room for those of us in the middle-aged, bad lungs/bad backs 
affinity group to hold lines in areas that were relatively peaceful... No centralized leader 
could have co-ordinated the scene in the midst of the chaos, and none was needed- the 
organic, autonomous organization we had proved far more powerful and effective. No 
authoritarian figure could have compelled people to hold a blockade line while being tear 
gassed-but empowered people free to make their own decisions did choose to do that." 
Like coalitions, spokescouncils can include diverse organizations. Yet they often do 
not survive the single action which they coordinated. They fulfill an ideal of direct democ-
racy: government lasts only as long as the purpose for which it was created; then it 
dissolves and a new set of people comes together to cooperate in a new project. It's very 
American. 
-----~--------------------~~ 
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Confronting Globalization Post-Seattle 
continued from page four 
Labor bonded with progres-
sive youth activists during the 
Seattle police riot. "We saw how 
organized they were, how dedi-
cated they were," says Steelwork-
ers Rapid Response National Co-
ordinator Tim Waters. "They 
were young, energetic, and really 
having an impact." Teargassed 
with young people in Seattle, the 
Steelworkers reached out to stu-
dents afterward, inviting student 
leaders to a strategy conference 
and issuing press statements Youth made a major impact at the "Battle in Seattle." Photo 
byDa11gNgo 
supporting the wave of anti-
sweatshop campus building take-
overs that the WTO protests helped in-
spire. Seattle showed organized labor that 
it has allies in its fight for survival, if it 
wants to reach out to them. 
Some allies were already there, like Earth 
First!, which joined the Steelworkers to fight 
a corporation named Maxxam. Maxxam's 
CEO, Charles Hurwitz, is "an evil guy out 
of a cheap novel," says David Solnit. 
Hurwitz is cutting old growth forests in the 
Northwest. He's also been locking steel-
workers out of his Kaiser Aluminum plant 
for 16 months. A mass nonviolent protest 
there on March 25-27 was backed by the 
King County (Seattle) and Pierce County 
(Tacoma) Labor Councils, Longshore Work-
ers, Earth First!, and others. 
However, a week before that action, the 
Steelworkers backed out. A smaller coali-
tion went ahead, but the union's unilateral 
withdrawal set back the building of a la-
bor-community' alliance. 
Pitfalls of Direct Action 
What went wrong? It's hard to know 
from the outside, but it's not hard to guess 
that the direct action model clashed with 
union culture in a couple of ways. 
One is decentralization. The Direct Ac-
tion Network places autonomy and direct 
democracy above most other values. In the 
labor movement, by contrast, orders often 
come from the top. This is anti-democratic, 
but it has a function too. Unions need to 
know who will participate in an action and 
exactly how they will behave. Jobs are at 
stake in a protest like the one at Kaiser 
Aluminum, and unions want to avoid the 
costly lawsuits that corporate lawyers 
could file. 
Seattle showed why. A tiny minority 
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muddied the message that the direct action 
and the labor march both tried to project. 
"Anarchist" attacks on property gave po-
lice cover when they attacked a peaceful 
demonstration. They also gave authorities 
an excuse for imposing martial law. 
Here is where decentralization becomes 
a double-edged tool. While it keeps police 
from infiltrating the leadership body (there 
isn't any) and finding out the whole 
demonstration's plans, it also lets in police 
agents who can destroy the whole action's 
message. Decentralization also hands the 
keys over to people who, though honest, 
just don't respect the guidelines which the 
majority adopted. It makes life hell for me-
dia teams who are trying to present a clear 
message. This pushes organizers away 
from the majority they want to reach. 
This problem has a simple solution. Or-
ganizers and action planning meetings can 
say, "These are the guidelines we agreed 
on. If you don't like them, organize your 
own protest." Unless they say that and 
enforce it they may have to choose between 
two ideals: decentralization, and an alliance 
with big labor. 
For its part, labor needs to trust its new 
allies and prove itself worthy of trust as 
well. That takes time-more time than you 
may have when you're organizing a direct 
action. "Relationship building and learn-
ing are the two master processes of coali-
tion building," says Fred Rose in his new 
book, Coalitions Across the Class Divide. 
What Are the Targets? 
Will multiple targets scatter the energy 
of this new movement? Maybe not. The 
new coalition model is different, looser. 
continued on page ten 
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April 16 Action Plans 
MIKE PROKOSCH 
For many, the next step after Seattle is a direct action against the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank, 
which are meeting in Washington, DC on 
April 16 and 1 7. "There'll definitely be an 
action to shut down the IMF and World 
Bank meetings," says Robert Naiman of 
the Center for Economic and Policy Re-
search, "and there'll be a legal rally and 
march coordinated with the Metro DC La-
bor Council. We have various contingen-
cies; the other side is very well organized." 
The IMF and World Bank are crucial 
targets. They partly control the economies 
of 90 countries. Their "structural adjust-
ment" policies have increased poverty, in-
equality, and exploitation around the world. 
They actually hurt US labor more than the 
WTO: they create a "race to the bottom" 
by opening poor countries to global cor-
porations and their sweatshop factories. 
For that reason, hundreds of 
rank-and-file union members will join the 
April 16-17 protest in DC. The AFL-CIO is 
not yet on board, but pressure from below 
to endorse the action is growing. Students 
are coming by the thousands, determined 
not to miss the next Seattle. Environmen-
talists largely are not, but peace and soli-
darity activists will be there in strength. 
Many religious groups are participating in 
an April 9 protest against Third World debt 
(see www.j2000usa.org). 
DC police say they-won't let protesters 
shut down the city. Protesters are planning 
a legal rally starting around 11 a.m. on Sun-
day, April 16 and a march toward the World 
Bank. Earlier in the day, small affinity 
groups will carry out nonpermitted, decen-
tralized mobile and theatrical actions with 
a "no violence" guideline. 
Whatever happens, says Naiman, "we 
have delegitimized the banks. They're not 
neutral. They don't have the best inter-
ests of the world's poor in mind. There are 
groups organizing all over the country to 
educate and reach out as well as come to 
DC." Among the national organizers are 
50 Years Is Enough, Global Exchange, 
Rainforest Action Network, and DAN. 
For up-to-date information on the pro-
test, check the website,www.al6.org. 
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The US-China Trade Disagreement 
HENRY ROSEMONT, JR. 
With unrelenting consistency, the stan-dard US media report almost daily 
on the mischief visited upon the Chinese 
peoples by their government: harassment, 
and worse, of those who give public ex-
pression to their religious commitments; 
incarceration, or worse, of dissidents, 
coupled with the later expulsion into im-
potence of the more well-known among 
them; and the oppression of the rights of 
minority peoples-today Tibet, tomorrow 
the Muslims in the West-to self-determi-
nation. 
This is indeed mischief, and the current 
debate about what US citizens can best do 
to support their Chinese brethren centers 
on the trade agreement signed last Novem-
ber, and focuses on the timing for offering 
economic carrots to Beijing. One side says 
the carrots should be offered first, and con-
sequently Congress should grant normal 
trade relation (NTR) status to China. By 
opening the country further to capitalist 
economic development, according to this 
argument, legal reform and political devel-
opment are sure to follow. 
Opponents ofNTR status insist that the 
economic carrots should not be given un-
til China improves its human rights records 
and agrees, if it enters the WTO, to sub-
scribe to a worldwide minimum wage law 
and pollution control regulations. 
It is noteworthy that cons~rvatives, lib-
erals, and progressives alike may be found 
on both sides of the debate. Trent Lott more 
or less favors NTR. Gary Bauer opposes 
it, as does AFL-CIO President Sweeney, 
even though both Bradley and Gore have 
urged its passage. And the progressive In-
stitute for Policy Studies has published 
both pro and con position papers on the 
debate. 
Can't Eat Those Carrots 
From the standpoint of the Chinese 
peoples, however, there is no debate for 
the simple reason that the trade agreement 
has no economic carrots for the great ma-
jority of them to eat. Both sides in the de-
bate offer equally bad arguments. Thus, in 
arguing for NTR, James Nolt of the liberal 
World Policy Institute said: 
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Child laborers do not benefit from "free trade" and 
joined protests in Seattle. Photo by Dang Ngo 
membership in order to halt even fur-
ther erosion of its economic viabil-
ity and independence. 
Profit Over People 
But the WTO cannot solve the 
problem of China's, or any other de-
veloping nation's poverty, because 
the WTO is profit and not people 
centered; it focuses almost solely on 
economic and legal issues, whereas 
the real problems are at least as so-
cial, political, and moral in nature as 
they are economic. 
Consider the call for a worldwide 
minimum wage, which every person 
of good will must 
WTO focuses on economic and 
legal issues, whereas the real 
problems are at least as social, 
political, and moral in nature as 
they are economic. 
endorse. But the fact 
must be faced that 
the millions of Chi-
nese young women 
working 12 hours a 
day, six days a week 
in minding-numb-
ing and physically 
hazardous settings 
for $40 a month are 
Joining the WTO will not give China 
any trading advantage with the US that 
it does not already enjoy ... 
The November 16th agreement im-
poses much more substantial conces-
sions on China than on the US, which 
merely grants permanently what it has 
long granted annually anyway. 
Except for light industry such as tex-
tiles and toys, China is not very competi-
tive with the US and other transnational 
corporations, and the trade agreement will 
make it even less so. Subsidized US 
agribusiness can be expected to flood the 
Chinese market as it did the Mexican after 
the passage ofNAFTA; China is still in its 
economic infancy in financial services, 
biotechnology, telecommunications and re-
lated fields; the agreement grants the US 
protectionist measures for a decade in these 
few areas where China is indeed competi-
tive; and China must permit 50% foreign 
ownership of firms (the US originally 
asked for 51 % ). That the Chinese govern-
ment would accede to these concessions 
shows how desperately China needs WTO 
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doing so for only 
one reason: they're making far more money 
now than they could and did before enter-
ing the sweatshops. US citizens have not 
replied to the charge leveled at them by a 
number of Chinese and SE Asian leaders: 
"You [the West] have most of the capital, 
resources, technology, and knowledge 
needed for economic development. We have 
only a cheap labor pool, and now you want 
to take that away from us, too; what kind of 
'level playing field' is that?" 
More than 50 countries do not belong 
to the WTO, so that even if the 135 mem-
bers thereof reached an accord on a mini-
mum wage, ways would be found to start 
up firms in the remainder-paying consid-
erably less than the minimum wage, but 
nevertheless increasing the standard ofliv-
ing in these countries. 
Thus, it is to the United Nations and not 
the WTO that labor activists should tum 
in addressing this problem, for it is not 
merely economic, and will not be solved 
by any group devoted largely to enhanc-
ing the balance sheets of corporations. 
continued on page seven 
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Addressing Global Issues 
The same may be said for the issue of 
pollution control, which also has social, 
political, and moral dimensions. The US 
Congress will not approve any environmen-
tal protection regulations that are not 
equally binding in their numbers on all na-
tions. This may sound reasonable at first 
blush, but the Chinese ( or anyone else) can 
point out that the US, with 5% of the world's 
peoples, consumes over 40% of the world's 
energy; the average Chinese consumes a 
mere one-tenth of the energy used by their 
American counterpart, so guess who is 
contributing the most pollution in the 
world? Is it fair to ask the richest and one 
of the poorest nations in the world to re-
duce pollution by the same amounts? 
This, too, is a problem that should be 
resolved by the U.N., not the WTO. And 
the same may be said for human rights is-
sues. Such will not happen, however, until 
and unless purely economic concerns give 
way to the social and moral: the developed 
nations should have to meet more strin-
gent environmental regulations than the 
developing nations, at least for the near 
future, and human rights issues should be 
resolved by international, not bilateral or 
multilateral agreements. 
In sum debating when China should be 
permitted to join the WTO shifts attention 
away from the far greater threat to labor, 
the environment, and global justice; 
namely, the WTO itself. Because the Chi-
nese government desperately needs to be 
able to continue regulating commerce 
within its borders, its accession to WTO 
membership will very likely contribute to 
weakening the organization rather than 
strengthen it, arguments to the contrary 
notwithstanding; and this should be ap-
plauded. 
Even more threatening to peace and glo-
bal justice is the US government, whose 
policies are consistently designed to 
weaken, rather than strengthen the United 
Nations, wherein the hopes of the world's 
peoples- Chinese and US alike-must 
eventually lie if a better world for all is to 
be realized in this newly dawning century. 
Henry Rosemont, Jr. is a member of 
RESIST's Board of Directors and teaches 
philosophy at St. Marys College of 
Maryland. 
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50 Years Is Enough 
124 7 E Street SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
202-IMF-BANK or 202-544-9355 
www.50years.org 
Coalition of groups working on World 
Bank and IMF policies. 
Alliance for Democracy 
POBox683 
Lincoln, MAO 1773 
781-259-9395; www.eal.com/alliance 
Coordinates MAI-Free Zones. 
Alliance for Global Justice 
1247ESt. SE 
Washington, DC 20003 
202-544-9355 
Bank Information Center 
73315thStreetNWSuite 1126 
Washington, DC 20005 
202-737-7752; info@bicusa.org 
Provides information and strategic sup-
port on the World Bank and other Multi-
lateral Development Banks (MDBs). 
Development Group for 
Alternative Policies 
927 15th Street NW 
4th Floor at Three McPherson Square 
Washington, DC 20005 
202-898-1566 
dgap@igc.org; www.developmentgap.org 
Direct Action Network 
PO Box 95113 
Seattle WA98145 
206-632-1656; can@drizzle.com 
Network of local grassroots organiza-
tions mobilizing communities to resist 
the WTO and corporate globalization. 
Global Exchange 
2017 Mission Street #303 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
415-255-7296; info@globalexchange.org 
Human rights organization dedicated to 
promoting environmental, political, and 
social justice around the world. 
Grassroots International 
179 Boylston Street 4th Floor 
Boston, MA 02130 
617-524-1400; grassroots@igc.org 
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Material aid to development programs in 
the Global South; education and advocacy. 
International Forum on Globalization 
Building 1062, Fort Cronkhite 
Sausalito, CA 94965 
415-229-9350;ifg@ifg.org;www.ifg.org 
Institute for Food and Development 
Policy/Food First 
398 60th Street 
Oakland, CA 94618 
800-274-7826; foodfirst@foodfirst.org 
Member-supported, nonprofit 'peoples' 
think tank and education-for-action center. 
Jubilee 2000/USA 
222 East Capitol Street NE 
Washington, DC 20003-1036 
202-783-3566; coord@j2000usa.org; 
www.j2000usa.org/ 
An international religious-based cam-
paign to cancel the debt of the most 
indebted South countries. 
Rainforest Action Network 
221 Pine Street Suite 500 
San Francisco, CA 94104 
415-398-4404; rainforest@ran.org 
Ruckus Society 
2054 University Ave. #204 
Berkeley, CA 94704 
www.ruckus.org; ruckus@ruckus.org 
Sweatshop Watch 
310 8th Street, Suite 309 
Oakland, CA 94607 
sweatwatch@igc.org 
Third Eye Movement 
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights 
1230 Market Street 
PMB#409 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
United for a Fair Economy 
37 Temple Place 3rd Floor 
Boston, MA 02111 
www.ufenet.org 
National, independent, nonpartisan orga-
nization that spotlights the dangers of 
growing income, wage and wealth in-
equality in the United States and coordi-
nates action to reduce the gap. 
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Rap-tivists Storm Seattle 
Hip-Hop Youth Battle The World Trade Organization 
SAGA, FOR THIRD EYE 
MOVEMENT 
l\ A" embers of the San Francisco Bay 
l V .lArea's Third Eye Movement-one 
of the nation's leading hip-hop activist 
groups, founded as a youth organization 
in 1997-got pumped when we found out 
that thousands of protesters were going 
to Seattle to shut down the World Trade 
Organization in November. We knew we 
could bring a lot to the protest, and get a 
lot out of it. But we were too broke to go. 
Luckily, a group called Just Act was 
pulling together a delegation of Bay Area 
youth of color. They offered to pay for some 
of our plane tickets and arrange housing 
for us. A real blessing! So some of our 
members got on a plane with other young 
activists from C-Beyond, SOUL/School of 
Unity & Liberation, STORM and other Bay 
Area youth groups. We took off for Se-
attle, just days before the big showdown. 
From the Bay Area/ 
Ain'tNuthin' Scary-uh ... 
Along with the rest of Just Act's youth 
delegation, the Third Eye Movement 
showed up at the main meeting hall in Se-
attle. We were eager to plug into the pro-
test preparations. Third Eye Movement is 
known for combining colorful cultural ex-
pression with politic.al militancy. We have 
turned police brutality protes.ts into poetry 
slams, thrown politically cQnscious hip-
hop shows, marched on the San Francisco 
District Attorney's house, "sat-in" at his 
office and conducted zillions of "know your 
rights" workshops-with a hip-hop flavor. 
Besides, having witnessed everything 
from police brutality to gang fights to fu-
nerals for our teen-aged peers, we felt sure 
of our ability to handle any situation. A 
self-confident crew made up of every color 
in the Skittles bag-Asian, Black, Latina/o, 
European and mixed-the Third Eye Move-
ment practically swaggered into protest 
headquarters. 
And stopped dead in our tracks. The 
"Convergence Space" warehouse was a 
huge beehive that included anarchists, · 
pierced punks and hippies with blonde 
dreadlocks. Hundreds of them filled the 
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Puppets and street theater, often fueled by youth activists, communicated the message of 
resistance in Seattle. Photo by Dana Schuerholz, IMPACT VISUALS 
building where they conducted workshops, 
practiced getting arrested, talked excitedly, 
made giant puppets and painted banners. 
There were almost no people of color, ex-
cept for us. And a lot of the folks there 
apparently did not bathe or wash their 
clothes regularly. The stench of body odor . 
filled the building, stinging our eyes and 
making it hard to breathe. 
Within moments, the entire youth of color 
delegation came tumbling back outside. 
Sure, we were all bad-ass, hard-core activ-
ists back on our block. But we had never 
experienced anything that wild in the barrio. 
Check the Smell Out/We Got the Hell Out 
After re-grouping across town at the 
American Friends Service Committee, our 
delegation decided not to return to the 
Convergence Space. Instead, we agreed to 
go that evening to the "People's Assem-
bly" event, called by Filipino activists and 
made up of a majority of people of color. In 
hindsight, we probably should have stayed 
at the Convergence Space awhile longer, 
attended some workshops and tried to 
make connections. But at the time we were 
reeling from culture shock and trying to 
find an easier place to plug in. 
In the next few days leading up to the 
protest, we saw some crazy sights. At any 
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time, looking down any avenue, you might 
see roving bands of several hundred pro-
testers, wearing bizarre costumes and mak-
ing a ruckus. Riot police wearing full Robo-
Cop gear were roaming the city in large 
numbers; armored personnel carriers-
filled with cops and bristling with scary-
looking weapons- cruised the streets. 
Burgers, Fries and Broken Glass 
The day before the big d_~monstrations, 
we saw a group ofblack-masked anarchists 
smashing windows at a protest at a 
McDonald's. This window- mashing inci-
dent loomed larg~ in the minds of the 
younger Third Eye members. Afraid that 
police would single them out for the vio-
lence of others, our high school members 
decided to avoid all of the militant, early 
morning "shut down" actions planned for 
November 30. Instead, the youngest Third 
Eye members would participate exclusively 
in the less-confrontational, mid-day "Youth 
March." 
But the Third Eye activists in their 20s 
got up super-early and joined the 10,000 
protesters who shut down Seattle on the 
morning ofNovember 30. Our human block-
ades showed the power of non-violent civil 
disobedience to paralyze a major US city. 
continued on page nine 
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The high we felt was incredible. Recalling 
one of our favorite protest chants, one 
young sister looked out over the sea of 
protesters, and exclaimed, "Wow, there re-
ally ain 't no power like the power of the 
people!" 
Shut 'em Down/ Shut, Shut 'em Down! 
Art & Revolution Convergence, a radi-
cal artist collective from the Bay Area, 
played a crucial role in giving one of the 
morning blockades a strong "youth of 
color" presence. Art & Revolution let Third 
Eye members and other activists of color 
use their sound truck to speak out, sing 
and rap during the morning march and pro-
tests. (A&R also brought a multi-racial 
troupe of dancers and performance artists, 
which added another dimension of cultural 
expression to the actions.) Working with 
A&R, hip-hoppers played a powerful ( and 
under-reported) role in shutting down the 
hotel where the WTO delegates stayed. 
Later, members of Just Act's youth del-
egation marched with the People's Assem-
bly. Weaving through an ocean of white 
protesters, this march of mostly people of 
color was spirited and very inspirational. 
Meanwhile, our high school students 
found themselves pushed to the very back 
of a mostly-white youth march, where the 
police were singling them out for relent-
less harassment. After about an hour, our 
youth got fed up-and ran from the back 
of the march to the front. It was beautiful 
to see a contingent of self-empowered young 
people of color placing themselves at the 
head of the anti-WTO youth procession. 
Missing Voice's and Vi~ws 
The Seattle protests got us all pumped, 
and definitely made history. But because 
there were so few people of color in the 
mix, the globalization issues that most 
touch our communities weren't really 
raised. For instance, hardly any speakers 
attacked the "prison industrial complex"-
corporations making money off building 
and filling prisons. In the new world 
economy, many US youth of color will be 
working for big multi-national corpora-
tions-but as prison laborers. 
Secondly, WTO-style "free trade" poli-
cies are increasing global immigration and 
migration. People of color are being forced 
to roam the planet, looking for work to sur-
vive. And yet the worsening plight of im-
Vol. 9, #3 
In the new world economy, many US youth 
of color will be working for multi-national 
corporations-but as prison laborers. 
Area youth organizations 
took over a dilapidated San 
Francisco public high 
school on February 25, 2000. 
Unions such as the Sheet Metal Workers formed alliances with 
student activists. Photo by Dang Ngo 
We held it overnight and 
converted it into a Freedom 
School-complete with our 
own workshops, speakers, 
music and banners. This 
move was inspired in part by 
seeing righteous people take 
over downtown Seattle and 
hold it. Our bold Friday night 
school occupation got us se-
rious media attention. We 
told the world: "the youth 
migrant workers was barely discussed. 
Lastly, for all the talk against corpora-
tions, protesters spoke barely a peep 
against the western governments that use 
violence to enforce the corporation's 
agenda in the Third World. Many peoples 
of color are afraid to stand up against "free 
trade"-not because they think that cor-
porations like McDonald's and Nike are 
going to bomb them. They fear governmen-
tal violence such as CIA sabotage, naval 
blockades and invasions by the US Ma-
rines if Third World people rise up against 
corporate rule. No mention of that basic 
fact at the big rallies. 
Clearly, in the future, more people of 
color need a role in defining the anti-glo-
balization agenda. But white racism isn't 
the only barrier. The large, majority-white 
groups that orchestrated the protests 
should have put much more time and money 
into bringing people of color to Seattle (like 
Just Act did). But activists of color-like 
those of us in Third Eye-must also take 
the initiative to get more informed and in-
volved ourselves. 
Aftermath 2000: Brand New Alliances 
It will take change and work on both 
sides. But it will be worth it. For example, 
our Seattle experience has already helped 
Third Eye get even more militant. In one of 
our protests against Proposition 21 
(California's draconian youth incarceration 
ballot measure), Third Eye and other Bay 
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want schools, not jails." 
Before we took the school over, Third 
Eye called up the Ruckus Society's Peter 
Sellers for some free advice. And we bor-
rowed some equipment from Rainforest 
Action Network. Also, Global Exchange 
leader Kevin Danaher was arrested earlier 
that week along with some Third Eye mem-
bers, protesting Prop. 21 at the Oakland 
jail. We didn't even know most of these 
organizations existed before Seattle. Now 
we know each other-and see the power 
of working together. 
So Third Eye Movement will storm DC 
in April to protest the World Bank and IMF. 
We hope to forge more links between those 
ofus who fight the "prison-industrial com-
plex" and those who '.fight "corporate glo-
balization." We believe this new alliance 
will help us build the "people power" we 
need to really shake up the entire system. 
After all, like we say in the Bay Area: 
"Ain't no power / Like the power of the 
people / Coz the power of the people / 
Don't stop! (Say whu?)." 
A grantee of RESIST, the Third Eye 
Movement is a youth-led project of the 
Ella Baker Center for Human Rights. 
EBC is a national human rights organi-
zation that challenges human rights 
violations by US law enforcement 
agencies. For information, contact EBC, 
1230 Market Street, PMB #409, San 
Francisco, CA 94102. 
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Confronting Globalization Post-Seattle 
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Each new target brings in fresh forces-
environmentalists, corporate accountabil-
ity activists, labor unionists, youth, and 
many more. They can come in on their own 
terms and participate at their highest level 
against targets they really care about. 
Capital has all the freedom of movement 
and people have .none. 
-Jia Ching Chen, Third Eye Movement 
Still, the post-Seattle movement faces a 
challenge of strategy: what's our target 
now, at any given moment? Do we go after 
Nike, WalMart, and other sweatshop cor-
porations? Do we pursue the International 
Monetary Fund and World Bank, which are 
pushing Third World countries into greater 
debt and supporting the WTO "trade" sys-
tem? Do we target destructive logging in 
the US, "intellectual property rights" and 
patenting of indigenous cultures? 
All of those, thinks Jeremy Brecher, the 
co-author of a new book called Fight Where 
You Stand. ·"There's nothing contradictory 
about acting locally and acting globally," 
Brecher says. "Just as people came to Se-
attle to fight for jobs and trees in their 
hometown, so a lot of the fight to change 
the global economy is centered in Knox-
ville, the East Bay and Seattle-around lo-
cal issues." 
How do you tie all that together? "I 
think one theme that helps tie the local or-
ganizing around local issues and global-
ization together is resistance to the 'race 
to the bottom,'" Brecher says. "Raising 
standards and fighting corporate power in 
each location can help everywhere else, if 
it is done in a mutually supportive way. 
That's why so much of the activity [we're 
seeing] isn't on its face about globaliza-
tion- but, to an emerging u:r;iderstanding, 
is very much about globalization." 
Perhaps this is how the majority coali-
tion can be built. That's the opinion of Jia 
Internet Organi;i,ng 
Ching Chen of the Third Eye Movement, 
who hung banners with the Ruckus Soci-
ety in Seattle and returned home to Oak-
land to 01:ganize against Proposition 21. 
Prop. 21, approved by California voters 
with massive corporate financing, extends 
California's three strikes law and allows ju-
veniles over 14 to be tried as adults. 
Behind the voter initiative, Chen sees 
the private prison industry making money 
locking people up, then making more money 
by setting up prison sweatshops. Prop. 21 
"united a really broad coalition of people," 
says Chen. "Lots of the people leading the 
anti-21 campaign have experience in Se-
attle. They're making a clear link between 
the privatization of prisons and multilaterals 
like the WTO and the World Bank where 
capital has all the freedom of movement 
and people have none." 
Similar links are occurring in Portland, 
Oregon and Los Angeles. But nowhere is 
the local effect of Seattle stronger than in ... 
Seattle. City activist Mark Taylor-Canfield 
describes a number of new action groups 
working on local issues like farming and 
food, racism, human rights, animal rights, 
local politics, and a campaign to put Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. on the city logo. "There 
are many more activities and demonstra-
tions, rallies and marches going on in Se-
attle than any one person can keep track 
of," he reports. "People are working some-
times 24 hours a day to organize and ad-
The "electronic buzz" behind the battle in Seattle began on January 1, 1995. With the 
rebellion in Chiapas, the Zapatistas kicked off an internet offensive that inspired cells of 
support around the world. With electronic communiques, press releases, and human rights 
documentation, the Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN) shone a global spotlight 
on Mexican government repression and censorship. Electronic organizing was born. 
Its infancy continued through the Zapatista Encuentro of 1996, which spawned a 
network called People's Global Action. PGA used the internet to help organize interna-
tional caravans in 1999 against the G7/8 summit in Cologne and the WTO summit in 
Seattle. Students in the US also used the internet to organize anti-sweatshop campaigns 
and building occupations, linking the key constituencies in Seattle. By fall semester 1999, 
several Brown University students would hear about the WTO protest, show up in Seattle 
not knowing what to expect, get arrested ... and return to organize their campus for this 
April's IMF-World Bank protests in Washington. 
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dress immediate issues of economic, so-
cial and environmental justice." 
Across the country, the Tennessee In-
dustrial Renewal Network (TIRN) is seeing 
a new flood of energy since Seattle. TIRN 
dates back to 1989 and a trip to sweatshops 
along the US-Mexico border. A labor-
church-community coalition formed, grew 
during the fight against NAFTA, and con-
tinued with worker exchanges and popular 
education. Activity peaked in 1999 with a 
150-person rally sponsored by unions, 
Earth First! , Amnesty International, and the 
Catholic Diocese in Knoxville during the 
anti-WTO protest in Seattle. Anti-WTO 
rallies also took place in Asheville, Nash-
ville, and Atlanta. 
"There 's a real upswing in interest from 
enviros and labor now," says TIRN's Cheryl 
Brown, "plus there are student groups that 
we haven't seen before. There's a demand 
for workshops. USWADistrict 9 just joined 
little TIRN ... which is totally cool. In Ten-
nessee we are giving support and being 
appreciated for this with more recognition 
from big labor." 
Tough Struggle for Democracy 
Making the majority movement multi-
racial won ' t be easy, says Third Eye 
Movement 's Chen. "I don 't think people 
should get their expectations up too 
high- we need realism about where we 
are." But he and 'others are looking for 
moments where cross-race organizing 
makes sense, both sides gain, and it's real 
solidarity. They're looking intensely now, 
because "There's really an opportunity to 
make history in organizing for progressive 
social change." 
Scott Nova of the Citizens Trade Cam-
paign feels a similar urgency. "The steady 
march of expanding corporate power ad-
vances every year. It gets more difficult 
every year to translate broad majority opin-
ion and grassroots mobilization into new 
policy. It 's something of a race against the 
clock." 
Nova says the official resistance to 
continued on page eleven 
April 2000 
Confronting Globalization 
continued from page ten 
change and power-sharing is fierce. "In elite 
circles there's a head-in-the-sand mental-
ity," he says. "It takes an enormous effort 
to force our critique into the mainstream 
debate, which doesn't reflect the movement's 
strength or intellectual validity of the cri-
tique." 
Nova and the CTC are fighting Perma-
nent Normal Trade Relation status for China 
(see page six). Then comes the next phase 
of the campaign against the WTO. Ulti-
mately, the challenge is to inject trade is-
sues into electoral politics. "The public is 
totally with the labor and environmental 
movements," he says. "But the Democratic 
Party is of two minds on this issue, partly 
because of corporate money. Fair Trade 
requires leadership from a major party. Vfe 
have the potential to do that. We need to 
make sure to keep the coalition together.. .. 
[ and] it has to be led by labor." 
The AFL-CIO 's new campaign for glo-
bal fairness, unveiled March 2, is "not just 
about trade but about Third World devel-
opment and debt issues," says Nova. "It's 
consistent with the AFL-CIO's emphasis 
on international solidarity." It's a major 
shift, and "we're just in the beginning 
stages of this process." 
Robert Naiman of the Center for Eco-
nomic and Policy Research sees a global 
alliance emerging against the IMF, WTO, 
and World Bank even on the most difficult 
issues of labor and environmental stan-
dards. Recent meetings in Bangkok 
brought together AFL-CIO staff with labor 
and grassroots activists,from the develop-
ing world, and ftll sides moved forward. 
All this US activism will open political 
space and inspire more organizing in the 
developing world, thinks Chen. Friends of 
his who went to the Bangkok UN confer-
ence encountered excitement from Thai 
non-governmental groups and people on 
the ground about the energy in the US. 
"Before, they thought the US was mono-
lithic, there was no way to challenge what 
the US was doing," he says. "But now ... " 
Mike Prokosch coordinates the global-
ization program at United for a Fair 
Economy. For more information contact 
UFE, 37 Temple Place, 3rd Floor, 
Boston, MA 02111; 617-423-2148; 
www.ufenet.org. 
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whites versus blacks. 
From your comments, we think you still 
agree that these inequities are significant. ... 
Also ofinterest to us is your other criti-
cism: that the card is divisive racially and 
that it invokes tired racial stereotypes. 
First, please know that we targeted this 
card specifically against arguments made 
by largely white job-seekers that minori-
ties are pushing them out of the workplace. 
This explicit argument is amazingly com-
mon in the mainstream press, and was at 
play during efforts to roll back affirmative 
action. On the back of the card, we add: 
"There is no statistical evidence anywhere 
that blacks have overtaken whites at any 
level of the economy, except at its lowest 
levels." Also from Williams. 
By "tired stereotypes" we presume 
you're referring to our suggesting that 
white men don't care about issues of ra-
cial and economic justice. Unfortunately, 
we believe that is not a stereotype, but a 
reality. Needless to say, we can all point to 
important exceptions, but our interest is in 
speaking to the more overarching condi-
tions that continue to prevail. Recently, 
there has been no interest on the part of 
mainstream white Americans to engage the 
persistent inequalities between white and 
non-whites .... 
In short, it appears that most Americans 
think the playing field is level, and (invok-
ing the worst racial stereotype) that 
non-whites want unfair advantages based 
on their race .... Part of the reason that 
racial stereotypes seem tired is that the 
conditions that produce them persist-
people are still mystified nearly three de-
cades after the realization that structural 
racism is a central determinant in economic 
performance. From your comments, we 
don't think you disagree .... 
GRANTS 
continued from page twelve 
and coordinates community organizing 
campaigns and collective action that will 
address the problems. 
A RESIST grant of $2,000 will support 
a new organizing effort, "Political 
English" or "English for Critical Con-
sciousness." Political English restruc-
tures more traditional English As A 
Second Language classes to help low-
income Korean immigrants with limited 
English language skills understand 
current events and assert their rights. 
Topics include issues that impact 
participants, such as immigration, 
workplace problems, participation in 
community meetings and organizing. 
Texas Alliance for 
Human Needs 
1016 E 12th Street 
Austin, TX 78702 
Texas Alliance for Human Needs (TAHN) 
works for effective and humane public 
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policy, especially in health care, housing 
access, tax equity, welfare, criminal jus-
tice, civil rights and issues of hunger and 
food security. As a multi-issue coalition 
of grassroots organizations, TAHN pro-
vides information and'technical assis-
tance on issues affecting low-income 
people with a main foC'us of informing 
communities of their rights. The organiza-
tion also provides public education, and 
monitors the impact of state and national 
legislation affecting economically disad-
vantaged peoples. Recent work involves 
women and minority health issues, ac-
cess to decent and affordable housing, 
low-cost health insurance and Patient's 
Bill of Rights. A new program, Basic 
Money Management, provides contact 
with smaller communities throughout 
Texas to analyze the impact of certain 
policies on poverty and racism with fi-
nancial education. 
RESIST's grant of $2,000 provides 
general support. 
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RESIST awards grants six times a year 
to groups throughout the United States en-
gaged in activism for social and economic 
justice. In this issue of the Newsletter we 
list a few grant recipients from our Febru-
ary allocation cycle. For more information, 
contact the groups at the addresses below. 
Critical Resistance 
2420 24th Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
Critical Resistance works locally and 
nationally to strengthen the capacity of 
social movements to stop the dangerous 
expansion of the prison industrial com-
plex. The organization's long term vision 
of public safety is to replace widespread 
incarceration with progressive solutions 
to criminalization, racism and inequal-
ity- to work toward social structures 
that provide education, housing, employ-
ment and health care. 
Voters in California recently approved 
the "Gang Violence and Juvenile Crime 
Prevention Act" initiative, known as 
Proposition 21. This new legislation 
expands the circumstances under which 
the death penalty may be imposed and 
the circumstances under which prison 
sentences can be lengthened under the 
GRANTS 
"Three Strikes" law for both youth and 
adults. The legislation focuses on "gang" 
activities with "gang" being loosely 
defined and targeting youth of color. 
A RESIST grant of $2,000 will support 
the printing of broadsheets about Prop. 
21. The broadsheets will contain detailed 
information about the negative impact of 
Prop. 21, define the interest groups and 
individuals supporting the proposition, 
explore the disproportionate impact in 
communities of color, highlight the 
situation of girls in the prison system and 
challenge the expenditure of money 
spent on the prison system rather than 
education and other social services. 
Good Jobs! 
PO Box 2662 
Hartford, CT 06146 
goodjobs@partone.com 
Good Jobs! is a coalition of 40 commu-
nity groups, congregations and building 
trade-unions from Connecticut's four 
major cities. The coalition strives to 
change the construction system in the 
state and to hold major corporations and 
the government accountable for the 
impact of construction job loss in low-
income communities. Good Jobs! works 
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to increase access to "good jobs" for 
low-income urban residents, boost the 
collective power oflow-income communi-
ties and build bridges between low-income 
communities and unions. 
Some of the organization's successes 
include increased local hiring in con-
struction, the negotiation of a Memoran-
dum of Understanding between commu-
nity groups and building trade-unions, 
and improvements in monitoring local 
hiring on construction work by the city 
of Hartford. Activists in Waterbury hope 
to win a city ordinance requiring that at 
least 30% of hires for construction jobs 
include Waterbury residents, and that the 
work be done by unions as a way to 
build activism and leadership of color in 
the city. 
A RESIST of $2,000 will help to 
support the increased presence and 
training of organizers of color, especially 
from the Latino community. 
Korean American Resource 
and Cultural Center 
2725 W Peterson Avenue, #200 
Chicago, IL 60659 
krcc@inf orel. com 
In 1994, the Korean American Resource 
and Cultural Cent¥r (KRCC) was estab-
lished to enhance the lives- of Korean 
Americans by encouraging civic and 
political participation thrrn,igh community 
organizing strategies, developing local 
leaders, educating and organizing resi-
dents around issues of concern to the 
Korean American community and the 
immigrant community at large, promoting 
dialogue and discussion with other immi-
grant communities in the Chicago area 
and preserving and promoting Korean 
ethnic and cultural heritage. In response 
to recent anti-immigrant sentiments, 
KRCC established the Immigrant Rights 
Project to educate, organize, advocate 
and build coalitions around immigrant-
related policy and issues. The IRP project 
facilitates discussions on the roots of 
oppression and its current manifestations 
continued on page eleven 
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